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The mission of Providence 
Life Services is to enhance the 

lives of those we serve in the 
name of Jesus Christ.



“I’m exactly where  
I belong.”
By RoBeRt WoRkman, BoaRd ChaiR

As we start a new year, I want to look at the mission of our 
ministry, and how we can check to see if we are fulfilling 
it—if we are letting it drive our decisions and actions. How 
do we know if we are “Enhancing the lives of those we 
serve in the name of Jesus Christ?”
We can look at some quantifiable measures, such as awards, 
safety features, and satisfaction surveys. But to know if we are 
truly enhancing lives, it’s most compelling to hear from the 
people we serve. 

What we hear from so many of the residents in our 
communities is that they have found a place where they 
belong. For example, residents are active and make new 
friends because they are given social opportunities that fit 
their lifestyle. If they’d like to age in their homes, we provide 
skilled and thoughtful home health and private duty services 
that make them feel safe and comfortable. During a short 
rehab stay, they get the rest, therapy, and recovery they need 
in a caring environment. Or they and their families receive 
comfort and compassion at the end of their lives from our 
Hospice team - people who truly care. 

And what they say in so many of those scenarios is that they 
know they’re in the right place. That tells us that we are truly 
enhancing lives, whether we are cooking for them, providing 
spiritual comfort, cleaning their apartments, or providing life-
enriching activities. And your support, through your financial 
gifts, prayers, or volunteer hours, have contributed to our 
mission and the lives of those we serve.

We thank you for your commitment and support, and we invite 
you to hear what’s happening at our communities as we strive 
to fulfill our mission. 
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Providence Locations & services
Independent & AssIsted lIvIng
emerald meadows (AL, M)
6117 charlevoix Woods court S.e. 
Grand rapids, Michigan 49546
(616) 954-2366

Park Place of elmhurst (iL)
1050 S. euclid Avenue 
elmhurst, illinois 60126
(630) 333-4343

Park Place Health & Wellness Center 
(AL, SN, r, M)
1150 S. euclid Avenue 
elmhurst, illinois 60126
(630) 936-4100

Park Place of st. John (iL)
10700 Park Place 
St. John, indiana 46373
(219) 351-5200

Royal atrium inn (AL)
400 Parkside Drive 
Zeeland, Michigan 49464
(616) 772-1248

Royal Park Place (iL)
500 Parkside Drive 
Zeeland, Michigan 49464
(616) 772-2224

saratoga Grove (iL, AL, M)
3460 Saratoga Avenue 
Downers Grove, illinois 60515
(630) 971-1995

victorian village (iL, AL, M)
12600 renaissance circle 
Homer Glen, illinois 60491
(708) 301-0800

village Woods (iL, AL)
2681 route 394 
crete, illinois 60417
(708) 672-6111

RehAbIlItAtIon & skIlled CARe
Providence Healthcare &  
Rehabilitation Center
3450 Saratoga Avenue (SN, r) 
Downers Grove, illinois 60515
(630) 969-2900

Park Place  
Health & Wellness Centers
1150 S. euclid Avenue (AL, SN, r, M) 
elmhurst, illinois 60126
(630) 936-4100
10820 Park Place (SN, r, M) 
St. John, indiana 46373
(219) 351-5205

victorian village  
Health & Wellness Center 
12525 renaissance circle (SN, r, M) 
Homer Glen, illinois 60491
(708) 590-5050

AgIng nAvIgAtIon
Providence solutions
(708) 342-8090

home & CommunIty-bAsed seRvICes
Providence at home  
(Private Duty, Home Health)
ServiNG iLLiNoiS & iNDiANA

(800) 509-2800

Providence hospice
ServiNG iLLiNoiS AND iNDiANA

(800) 509-2800

 iL |  independent Living
 AL |  Assisted Living
 r |  rehab 
 SN |  Skilled Nursing 
 M |  Memory care
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right care, 
right Place, 
right time
TransiTion To Home 
program Helps you adjusT 
To life posT-discHarge 
Your doctor said he’s discharging you from a hospital or rehabilitation stay. You’re just 
starting to get back on the mend, but you’re not yet feeling 100% like your old self. That’s 
where the Providence Transition to Home program can help. 

With Transition to Home, you’ll stay in the comfort of one of our senior living facilities 
while our staff helps you re-adjust to everyday life. Most people stay less than 20 days 
in our program while they regain the energy and confidence they need to return home. 
Whatever your needs, we’re here to make sure you get the right care, in the right place, at 
the right time.

right care  |  It’s hard to button your shirt around this new arm brace. Or maybe you’re still getting 
used to the weakness in your left arm after surviving your stroke. You’re feeling stronger than you were 
before, but you’d still like to know that help will be there if you need it. 

When you stay in our Transition to Home program, you can rest assured that someone will be there when 
you call. Our staff is there to give you a hand and help manage your health, as much as you need. And our 
partner physicians will check on your progress, saving you the trip to the doctor’s office for your follow-up 
appointments. 

right Place  |  Nothing feels quite as comfortable as sleeping in your own bed. But we think you’ll find 
comfort in the support of our caring community. With Transition to Home, you will have full access to all the 
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amenities that come with our communities – from three daily meals, to activities and social opportunities to 
take your mind off your recovery. 

You’ll be a guest in one of our fully-furnished private apartments, enjoying our beautiful landscaped 
grounds and SeniorFIT exercise program. And your kids can relax and get some rest, knowing that you’re 
being well taken care of. 

right time  |  Most importantly, you’ll have the freedom to recover on your schedule. Our trained staff 
will take the time to answer your questions, educate you on a new health condition, and work with you and 
your family to develop a plan to get you back home safely. Wherever you’re headed – whether it’s to one of 
our Providence communities, or back to your own home – we’ll make sure everything is in place, including 
your prescriptions and home medical equipment, like oxygen and walkers. So when it’s time to leave, you’ll 
know you have everything you need to get home safely and avoid another hospitalization.   

Providence offers the transition to home program on six campuses — contact staff at these 
locations for more information, or find more information online at www.transitiontohome.net:

emeraLd meadows 
Grand rapids, Michigan  |  (616) 954-2366

victorian viLLage 
Homer Glen, illinois  |  (708) 301-0800

saratoga grove 
Downers Grove, illinois  |  (630) 971-1995

Park PLace of eLmhurst 
elmhurst, illinois  |  (630) 936-4100

royaL atrium inn 
Zeeland, Michigan  |  (616) 772-1248

viLLage woods 
crete, iL  |  (708) 672-6111



8   PROvIDeNce MAGAzINe  |  issue no. 1



issue no. 1 |  Providencelifeservices.com   9

GeNe ScHroeDer: 
a Legacy  
of LeadershiP
This past chicago Bears season may not have ended in a 

championship, but the Park Place of St. John community 

had a special reason for rooting extra for the Bears this 

year: resident Gene Schroeder, who was also the Bears 

1951 first-round draft pick.

A Washington, D.C., native, Gene grew up playing ball in the city streets. 

“Morning, noon, and night,” he says. “Baseball in the summer and football 

in the fall. It’s all I ever wanted to do, to play ball.”

In high school, Gene excelled in three sports, 

and in college was courted by the U.S. Track 

and Field Olympic Committee. But he kept his 

eye on football, and, after earning a bachelor’s 

degree in commerce from the University of 

Virginia, Gene was drafted in the first round 

by the Chicago Bears. 

Gene was named to the All-Rookie team in 

both offense and defense after his first season, and 

later that year met his wife Doris on a blind date. “I’m sure 

glad I said I would go,” he says fondly of the night they met. Despite both 

being D.C. natives and graduates of the same high school (two years apart), 

they’d never met before mutual friends set them up. “We dated  

4 months, and then we married,” he says, a marriage that produced  

3 daughters and lasted 60 years until Doris’s death. 
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Despite knee injuries and miss-

ing a season during his stint in 

the Navy during the Korean War, 

Gene enjoyed a successful football 

career that included two Pro-Bowl 

appearances and a trip to the 

National Championship Game in 

1956. But in the days before block-

buster contracts, athletes worked 

“normal” jobs in the off-season. 

For Gene, that was working in the 

steel industry in Chicago.

After his retirement from 

football, he stayed in the metal 

industry, finding success in man-

agement. He later started a new 

company in Chicago Heights: 

Tri Alco. His company continues 

to enjoy a great deal of success, 

including being the lone suppliers 

of aluminum for every car made 

by Toyota.

In addition to his athletic, per-

sonal, and professional success, 

Gene has been an active member 

of First United Methodist Church 

of Crown Point, where he has 

served in various leadership ca-

pacities. Presently, he is Chairman 

of the Scholarship Committee. His 

service to his church and to the 

Lord are priorities to Gene.

“Let’s put this in perspective,” he 

says. “The good Lord blessed me 

with all of this. The only thing I can 

take credit for is not blowing it, and 

developing what ability I was given. 

But it’s all from the Lord.”

LeGAcy of LeADerSHiP

He also speaks highly of the 

Chicago Bears as an organization, 

particularly the Halas and McCas-

key families, who have been team 

owners since the Bears began. 

Gene received a raise and a bo-

nus every year, and still receives 

an annual birthday present. But 

he speaks with special fondness 

about the organization’s treatment 

of former players.

“Every year, I get a letter from 

the Chicago Bears wanting to 

know if I have any financial prob-

lems, or if I know of any players 

who had financial problems. They 

have a fund set up to help ex-

Bears. They’re so good to ex-play-

ers. It’s absolutely amazing. That 

family is the most generous family 

I’ve ever known.”

Gene will always think of the 

Chicago Bears as family. Over the 

years he attended several Bears’ 

Alumni parties, where he enjoyed 

seeing his old friends, and where 

his wife would look forward to 

seeing some of the best friends 

she ever had—fellow Bears’ wives. 

These days, he enjoys watching 

the Bears from his home at  

Park Place. His favorite player is 

Khalil Mack, but he’ll be keep-

ing an eye on all of the Chicago 

Bears. After all, they’re a part of 

the family now.  

Park Place of St. John resident Gene Schroeder holds a team photo and 
the game ball he received after the Bears beat Green Bay, as well as a 
souvenir blanket from the College All-Star Game.
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Certified Medical 
Director Dr. Zaman 
Joins Downers 
Grove Community

Providence Life Services is 
pleased to announce that Asad 
Zaman, MD, fAcP, cMD, has recently 
been named Medical Director 
of Providence Healthcare and 
rehabilitation center of  
Downers Grove. 

Dr. Zaman also serves as medical 
director for Providence Hospice 
and Park Place Health & Wellness 
center in St. John, and his group 
sees patients at victorian village in 
Homer Glen, village Woods in crete, 
and Saratoga Grove in Downers 
Grove. “i am honored to partner 
with Providence because i feel that 
the organization’s high standard of 
ethics and quality care aligns with 
my own,” says Dr. Zaman. 

As medical director, Dr. Zaman 
is responsible for the quality 
assurance of clinical practice and 
overall care provided to short-term 
rehabilitation patients, as well 
as for Assisted Living and Skilled 
Nursing residents at the facilities. 

“His passion for quality 

improvement is one of the many 
reasons we asked him to expand his 
expertise as medical director to our 
Downers Grove campus,” says Megan 
Tengerstrom, vice President of 
operations. “He really sets the tone 
for other physicians in our facilities 
to think outside the box when it 
comes to providing care.” 

Dr. Zaman is active in helping 
the facilities develop and manage 
quality and safety initiatives. He 
often partners with the nurses to 
provide clinical education to update 
them on current best practices.

“The nurses i work with at 
Providence are eager to learn,” says 
Dr. Zaman. “it’s different from some 
other facilities i’ve been at where 
the staff just wants to clock in, do 
their job, and clock out. Providence 
nurses are fully invested in doing 
what’s best for their patients.” 

“He understands that nurses 
are the eyes and ears of the 
physician, and he respects them as 
an important member of the care 

team,” says Jan Boger, regional 
Director of Nursing. “in return, the 
nurses love working with him.”

Last year, Dr. Zaman earned 
the status of certified Medical 
Director (cMD), awarded by the 
American Board of Post-Acute and 
Long-Term care Medicine, inc. This 
credentialing program focuses on 
providing quality patient care and 
oversight of the entire care team. 
Dr. Zaman has also been named a 
fellow of the American college of 
Physicians (fAcP), the largest society 
of internists in the world.

Dr. Zaman has been in practice for 
more than 30 years, and founded 
a medical practice group, iMMPAcT, 
which specializes in post-acute care. 
Dr. Zaman also earned a degree in 
Healthcare Business Management 
from Loyola University. He is 
licensed in illinois and indiana.  

Dr. Zaman serves as Medical Di-
rector for the Providence commu-
nities in Downers Grove and St. 
John, and also sees patients on our 
Crete and Homer Glen campuses.
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AGeLeSS frieNDSHiPS
the connection 
Between student 
and older adult
What do a school and a retirement community 

have in common? A great deal, apparently, if the 

relationship between Park Place of elmhurst and 

Timothy christian School are any example.  

The two communities, separated by a short walk 

across a parking lot, have been spending quality 

time together learning from each other in a  

variety of activities.
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AGeLeSS frieNDSHiPS

Chinese New Year was a special time for residents 
at Park Place of Elmhurst to celebrate with Timothy 
Christian School exchange students.

Chinese new Year
Because Park Place of Elmhurst has several resi-
dents who identify as Chinese-American, and  
because Timothy Christian High School is host to 
many Chinese foreign exchange students, the two 
groups celebrated the Chinese New Year together  
in February.

Participants enjoyed a holiday dinner of Chinese 
food, and many spoke to each other in their native 
tongue. “The kids were just delighted,” says Lisa 
Stoik, Park Place Life Enrichment Director. “For 
them, it was like being with their grandparents.” 

Park Place resident Nancy Teng continued a Chinese 
tradition of bringing red envelopes on a tray to the 
students. These envelopes all had a sweet surprise of 
chocolate coins inside. 

The students loved hearing the residents’ stories 
about living and working in the United States and 
asked the teacher if they can come back again.

high sChool Child  
development Class
Many students have had a class where they carried 
a baby doll with them to learn about the needs of 
infants. The Timothy Christian High School Student 
Development class is doing just that, using robotic 
babies that simulate real baby needs. For the past 
several years, the students also meet with Park Place 
residents to discuss parenting techniques.

A group of 8 students met with 8 residents for 10-15 
minutes each, moving from table to table in the Park 
Place Dining Room in order to get multiple perspec-
tives on parenting. The students’ questions included 
“Describe your first year as a parent,” “What lifestyle 
changes did you make because of the children,” “What 
are the joys of being a parent,” and many more. 

The meeting was a success. In fact, when students 
were given the 2-minute warning that their time was 
almost up, they asked for 5 more minutes!

In March, high school students taught residents how 
to play Wii games. Later this spring, the Advanced 
Foods class at Timothy Christian will host a group of 
residents for their Spring Tea. Park Place residents 
also enjoyed a delightful afternoon when the Mid-
dle School Cello Ensemble played for them, and the 
High School Chamber Choir, Junior Chamber Choir, 
and Fine Arts Ensemble have all visited.  

grade sChool involvement
Last December, the second-grade class at Timothy 
Christian came to Park Place to play math games 
with the residents. The second graders and the 
residents got along so well that they now participate 
in a Reading Helpers program at Timothy Christian, 
where students read to residents twice a month.

One of the newest programs between the two schools 
is the Pen Pal Exchange program. Twenty-seven 
fourth-grade students are exchanging letters with 
twenty-seven Park Place residents. Students write 
the first letter, then the resident responds. Each 
person will write 3 letters, but may decide to keep 
the exchange going beyond the program. Later, they 
hope to meet at a Pen Pal get-together.

These activities are just a few of the many ways we 
grow our relationship between Park Place residents 
and Timothy Christian students.  



We know there’s a lot of over-
whelming decisions involved 
with caring for an aging parent 
or an older loved one. That’s  
why Providence Solutions was 
created to bring expert care  
navigation and education to old-
er adults and those who  
care for them.

Since launching last year, Prov-
idence Solutions has hosted a 
number of informational events 
aimed at making sense of some 
of the confusion around senior 
care. Topics have included navi-
gating the Medicare.gov website 
to get the best benefit from 
Medicare Part D, an expert panel 
including an elder care attorney 
and an estate planning profes-
sional, and a seminar to help 
adult children understand the 
aging process. 

Providence Solutions also 
provides continuing education 
seminars for healthcare profes-

www.ProvidenceLifeSolutions.com

 Providence soLutions

experts in   
 Senior care

sionals to promote high quality 
of elder care, even outside of our 
Providence Life Services commu-
nities. As a certified Alzheimer’s 
Disease and Dementia care 
instructor through the National 
council for certified Dementia 
Practitioners (NccDP), Provi-
dence Solutions vice President 
Terri Maxeiner has presented 
several educational seminars 
at hospitals and memory care 
communities throughout the 
chicagoland area. 

Sometimes, though, you need a 
personal touch. you may have 
noticed that your parent needs 
help at home, or they’re forget-
ting things more often. you know 
it’s time to start doing research 
on senior services, but you don’t 
know where to start. or maybe 
it’s a more emergent situation – 
your sister is being discharged 
from the hospital tomorrow, but 
she can’t live alone. What do you 
do? Who do you call?

That’s when Providence Solu-
tions’ care Navigation services 
can help. it’s like having your 
own personal nurse, just a 
phone call away to answer 
your questions and give advice. 
Whether through a phone call 
or a face-to-face consultation, 
you have access to our years 
of geriatric care expertise and 
first-hand experience. We can 
connect you with the tools and 
resources you need to make the 
best decision for your loved one. 

send us an email at  
info@providencelifesolutions.com, 
or better yet, give us a call at  
(708) 342-8090. 

mailto:info@providencelifesolutions.com
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After strategic long-range plan-

ning and a thorough review of 

Providence’s fiduciary responsi-

bilities, Providence Life Services’ 

Board of Directors and Board of 

Governors agreed to divest own-

ership of Providence Healthcare 

& Rehabilitation Center of Palos 

Heights on Central Avenue.

“This decision did not come 

easily,” says Richard Van Hattem, 

Providence Life Services Board 

Chair. “After diligent consider-

ation, we determined that this 

decision offered Providence the 

opportunity to better serve more 

people in the future.”

The new owners have agreed 

to keep all of the staff who have 

so compassionately and faithful-

ly served at Providence. We are 

grateful to those who lived our 

A celebration of Ministry in Palos Heights
mission daily and tirelessly  

enhanced the lives of our resi-

dents there. 

Our Palos Heights building was 

our first community, known as 

Rest Haven when it opened in 

1960 with 50 beds. Seven hundred 

people attended the Open House 

and Dedication, and Rest Haven 

was full to capacity immediately 

upon opening its doors. In 1963, a 

49-bed addition was opened and 

immediately filled. In 1968, “Unit 

2” of Rest Haven opened for busi-

ness, offering 96 more beds.

In 1978, Richard Mulder, Prov-

idence’s first Executive Director, 

whose passion spurred the com-

pletion of Rest Haven, was hon-

ored by the Women’s Auxiliary  

for 20 years of leadership. The 

Rest Haven chapel was re-named 

the Mulder Chapel in honor of  

his service.

After providing the community 

with compassionate long-term 

skilled nursing care for 35 years, 

Rest Haven Central (as the Palos 

Heights building was now known) 

began offering sub-acute rehabil-

itation services in 1995. In 2008, 

the name changed to Providence 

Healthcare & Rehabilitation Cen-

ter of Palos Heights.

After six decades, the building 

design of Palos Heights no longer 

fulfilled the needs of our growing 

ministry, and the difficult decision 

was made to move ahead towards 

the future of senior living. We are 

grateful for the mission accom-

plished at our Palos Heights loca-

tion, where thousands have been 

well-served for generations.  
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PARk PlAce OF ST. JOHN
Phase ii update

Excitement continues to build 

as the Phase 2 expansion of re-

tirement living at Park Place of 

St. John nears completion. Twen-

ty-four of the new apartments 

have already been claimed for this 

growing community of active old-

er adults located within the Gates 

of St. John.

Drywalling and painting is un-

derway, with siding and masonry 

ongoing as weather permits. Over 

the course of a week, 50-75 trades-

men are working on the Phase 

2 project, finishing tasks little by 

little, and current residents have 

enjoyed watching the progress.

Park Place has planned several 

events to keep people informed 

about Phase 2 progress. In Feb-

ruary, 170 people gathered at 

Villa Cesare to hear about the 

Phase 2 floor plans and ameni-

ties. Prospective residents asked 

a variety of questions about life at 

Park Place, and current residents 

shared about their lives at the 

retirement community. Attendees 

had a glimpse of the new floor 

plans and excitement continued to 

build around this new project.

At the beginning of March, 

Park Place hosted visitors from 

First United Methodist Church of 

Crown Point for a luncheon and 

tours. One of the highlights of the 

year has been a pizza party where 

residents and depositors met to get 

to know their new neighbors. Many 

more Phase 2 events are scheduled 

as the move-in date draws near, 

including several cozy tours and 

luncheons with small groups, as 

well as a series of open houses 

when the Phase 2 model rooms 

open in May.   

Phase 2
E x pa n s i o n

Call for a visit at Park Place 

of St. John, (219) 351-5200,  

or visit our website  

www.parkplacestjohn.com. 
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Providence Rehab Programs 
Receive Highest Accolades from 

U.S. News & World Report
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All Providence Skilled care 
centers earn Highest Honors
residents and their families already know about 
the high quality of care they experience at Prov-
idence Life Services communities. But a recently 
released report brought national recognition 
and independent verification to the hard work of 
our care teams. All four of Providence’s skilled 
nursing care communities received the highest 
performing ratings of Best Nursing Home with a 
Short-Term Stay from U.S. News & World report’s 
2018-19 ratings. And our two Small House com-
munities also received top overall ratings. 

The U.S. News & World report overall rating is 
a reflection of the care provided to all patients, 
both short- and long-term. “High Performing” 
is the best ranking a facility can achieve. over-
all performance is determined based on nurse 
staffing levels, state-conducted health inspec-
tions, and medical quality measures, such as 
infections or falls that result in major injuries. 

The Short-Stay rehabilitation rating reflects the 
care a patient receives from Providence after 
leaving the hospital following a surgery, heart 
attack, or stroke. These areas include preven-
tion of emergency room visits and re-hospital-
izations, and the average amount of time each 
patient spends with a physical therapist per day. 

Park Place Health & Wellness center of St. John 
and victorian village Health & Wellness center 
received the highest performing ratings of Best 

Nursing Home overall for their Small House style 
of care. The Small House offers unique care in 
an environment that looks and feels like home, 
giving our residents greater independence. And 
all of our skilled care facilities have special-
ly-trained staff who provide quality care that is 
both compassionate and professional.

Park Place HealtH & Wellness  
center of st. JoHn

SHorT-STAy reHABiLiTATioN rATiNG 
high Performing
overALL rATiNG:  
high Performing

top 3% of nursing homes in indiana

Victorian Village HealtH  
& Wellness center

SHorT-STAy reHABiLiTATioN rATiNG 
high Performing
overALL rATiNG 

high Performing
top 6% of nursing homes in illinois

ProVidence HealtHcare & reHabilitation  
center of doWners groVe

SHorT-STAy reHABiLiTATioN rATiNG 
high Performing

Park Place HealtH & Wellness  
center of elmHurst

SHorT-STAy reHABiLiTATioN rATiNG 
high Performing
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Testimonies
In THeIR OWn WORDs
We often hear about outstanding Providence experiences from our residents and their families, and they are eager 
to share their stories. read on, and you will see why our communities are unique and extraordinary, right from the 
people who experience Providence life firsthand.   

efore living at Village Woods, Arlene 
Erikson had always led a busy life. 
Married over 60 years and with 4 chil-

dren, she was always on the go, often biking to her 
job and being an active wife and mother. 

But after her husband’s death, she wasn’t sure she 
wanted to be alone, so far from her family. 

So Arlene’s daughter looked around and found 
Village Woods. “She said, ‘Mom, you’ll love it.’ 
And she was right!”

The Assisted Living program provides her with 
the help she needs with some activities of daily 
living, but she also takes advantage of all Village 
Woods has to offer. “They take care of things for 
us, like cooking,” she says. “And when I see how 
much there is to do here, well, I get into every-
thing I can get into.”

Arlene’s life at Village Woods is full and active. 
Arlene has some routines at Village Woods (like a 
hair appointment with the beautician downstairs 
every Thursday), but she also enjoys SeniorFit ex-
ercises, Wii Bowling, the scenic drives planned by 
the Life Enrichment department, and the many 
other social opportunities. 

“I have so many friends here—it’s wonderful!”   

A VillAge Woods TesTimoniAl

“I have made so many friends   
 here — it’s wonderful!” 

  Arlene Erikson 
Village Woods Resident, Assisted Living

B eith had been married to Ardis for over 
30 years when he began noticing sub-
tle changes in her behavior. Slowly, it 

became clear that her short-term memory was not 
what it once was. “It was just little things. She’d ask 
the same questions, five times in ten minutes.” 

Keith wanted Ardis to stay at home with him, but 
it became too difficult, and they knew she would 
need Memory Care support in a community that 
cared about her well-being. They visited four dif-
ferent places before finding Emerald Meadows.

“We were really impressed,” Keith says. “The 
people were real friendly, and they called all the 
residents by their names. You could tell they cared 
about the people. And the location was great, just 
set back in a quiet part of town, and pretty.” 

Keith visited almost every day until Ardis passed 
away, and the staff aways greeted him by name and 
with kindness. Keith had peace of mind knowing 
that the woman he loved was with staff who have 
their residents’ concerns at heart when he couldn’t 
be there for her. “I know if she couldn’t be home 
with me, she was at a place where people would 
look out for her, and where I could visit every day.”

“I’m quite satisfied with the care my wife received,” 
Keith says.   

An emerAld meAdoWs TesTimoniAl

“We were  
really impressed.”

 2   Keith Meyers  2  

Husband of Emerald Meadows Resident Ardis Meyers

K



alph Trnka’s room certainly has his personal touch. The theme is 
nautical, pointing toward Ralph’s love of all things on the water. 
His wife Judy still lives in their townhouse in Tinley Park, but she 

visits regularly. It wasn’t an easy decision for Judy to move Ralph to Park Place. 

“I want to be with him, but I also want what’s best for him,” Judy says.

Ralph’s physical needs had become too difficult for Judy to manage on her own at 
home. And because Ralph’s mind is so mentally fit, he wanted to stay active and 
involved with those around him. Park Place was the perfect fit for their family.

“I don’t want to be a burden to anyone,” Ralph says. “I know that no one would 
ever feel that way, but I felt that way.” 

Ralph made the choice to move somewhere where trained, skilled professionals 
would take care of him. “I feel good about being right where I belong,” Ralph says. 
“And I am. I’m right where I belong.”

Ralph’s daughters live nearby and visit frequently, and they bring their furry friends 
for visits, too.

“Everyone loves when the dogs come by,” Ralph says.

“Yes, and Ralph seems to ‘accidentally’ drop a lot of treats for them,” teases Judy.

Ralph has lived at Park Place for over a year, and the family is still convinced it’s  
the perfect fit.

“He’s so happy here,” Judy says. “When I leave each time, I am just so thankful to  
God that he’s here, that He led us to Park Place.”  

A PArk PlAce HeAlTH  
& Wellness TesTimoniAl

“I’m right where I belong.”
 Ralph and Judy Trnka,  
Park Place Health & Wellness Center of St. John

R



22   PROvIDeNce MAGAzINe  |  issue no. 1

September 1, 2018 - 
March 31, 2019

Gifts to PRovidenCe 
kelly Aardema

Dr. calvin & Sandra 
Aardsma

Tim & Deborah Abbring

ken & Anna-Maria Adair

Deji Adegoye

Art & Arlene Ahlgrim

Amber Mechanical 
contractors, Inc.

Dr. Sunny Andrews

eugene & Sandra Antas

victoria Arbuckle

Donald Ardito

Robert Arendsen

Patricia Ashley

Maria Assensi

Assurance Agency, ltd.

Rick & Ruth Baas

Dianna Bakker

Thea Bakker

G.P. Balluff

Thom & lucette Bamford

Robert Banky, Jr.

Joan Baratta

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Beattie

Dr. David & Jill Beezhold

leona Benak

Julie Benda

Derke & Doris Bergsma

Bethel christian Reformed 
church of lansing

Rev. Heino & karen Blaauw

Ronald & Joanne Blackford

Steve & Sally Blom

Roger & leona Boerema

Michele Bogaoan

Janna Boger

Peter & Marcia Bolt

Timothy & Beth Bolt

louis & carolyn Bommelje

Gary & Sandra Borncamp

John & Sharon Boss

kevin & Pat Botma

leanne Boylan

Belinda Bratcher

Marga Breckenfelder

Otto Brettschneider

Dale & Janet Brink

carol Brouwer

Hal & cheryl Brown

David Brummel

Bill & Jean Hoffman 
Buikema

edward & Yvonne Buikema

Robert & Danette Buikema

Ruth Buikema

Sara Buikema

Tim & Irene Buikema

Alan & Margaret Busic

Amy Bywater

Maria calandra

calvary Academy

calvary Reformed church of 
Oak lawn 

calvary Reformed church of 
Orland Park

carol candell

Greg & Nancy carlson

kymberlee carr

Margaret casey

George & Shirley castor

kirk & Jean cavanaugh

Tanya caverl

centier Bank

Michael & Francine chapin

Nancy charters

Anne chilstrom

clarence Davids & 
company

Hyun clark

Warren & virginia clark

kenneth cliff

cOH Ops Inc.

colonial chapel

Anne Rene contreras

kenneth & lisa cooper

Sandra J. cooper

coordinated Systems 
consulting

John & Nancy cordes

cORe construction Indiana, 
llc

Tom & Helen corley

lorraine cornelius

Jan covey

Robert & Margaret craig

Joe & Beth cunningham

Dr. Jack czarlinski

Richard Darnell

Darwill, Inc.

Bill & Debra Davids

Matt & Julie Davidson

Dan & kathy Davis

Betty De Boer

Jack & Jennifer De Boer

Paul & Dorothy De Boer

Paul & Pam De Boer

Rick & Jan De Boer

Doug & Tracie De Groot

Bill & kathy De Young

lillian DeBartolo

Wanda Decker

Art & lorraine Deckinga

Marjorie DeSombre

Robert & Sandra Devries

linda Dibblee

Albert & Janyce Diepstra

Gail Dillard

Melvin & Margaret Dokter

George & kris Doorn

Henry & karen Doorn

James & lynn Drenth

Dennis & Janice Dryfhout

Theresa Duran

Trinidad Duran

John & Deanne Dykstra

Michelle Dykstra

virginia Dykstra

ebenezer christian 
Reformed church

economy Disposal

Dunhill Formal Wear

Jean egan

curlie engdahl

Don & Janis engelsman

Rev. Gerry & carol 
erffmeyer

Robert & Gwendolyn eriks

The estate of  
Albert J. Decker

The estate of Ben & 
kathleen Tameling

The estate of carl Dinges

The estate of George & 
Alice van der Molen

The estate of John & Joni 
van der Aa

Bernard & Margaret 
euwema

Bernard & Janice 
evenhouse

Jay & Sharon evenhouse

Faith christian Reformed 
church - elmhurst

Faith christian Reformed 
church - Tinley Park

John & Diane Farwick

Ted & Dawn Feenstra

First church (PcA) - lansing

Dian Fitzgerald

Douglas Fitzgerald

Sherry Flanagan

Marcia Fleming

kenneth & carole Flutman

Pete & Beverly Folkerts

Wilma Folkerts

Robert & Arline Gehrt

Diane Giglio

Patricia Gilmartin

Rita Gimbel

carl & Marlene Gizynski

Janet Gliva

carl & Debra Goodfriend

Tina Governale

Annie Gras

John & Barbara Groenewold

The John & Phyllis Groot 
Foundation

elizabeth Gruber

Generous Community
Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the 

oppressed. Take up the case of the fatherless. 

Plead the case of the widow. 

isaiah 1:17
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And whatever you do,  whether in 

word or deed, do it all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through him. 

Colossians 3:17
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Generous Community
A father to the 

fatherless, a defender 

of widows, is God in 

his holy dwelling.

Psalm 68:5
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Generous Community

For he will deliver 

the needy who cry 

out, the afflicted who 

have no one to help. 

Psalm 72:12
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A lifetime of Giving
By BiLL Buikema, vP of ministry advancement

When I was growing up, my 
first exposure to giving was 
in church as the offering 
plate passed by. I would put 
in a quarter or a dollar, and 
my parents would faithfully 
put in an envelope, which I 
assumed contained money 
for the church or the cause 
that was announced that 
day.  We also brought ad-
ditional coins or dollars to 
Sunday School for a mis-
sion cause or to support a 
local need, and I learned at 
an early age about giving. 

Do you recall the first 
opportunities you had about 
giving? Did your involvement 
with giving continue with those 
causes or charities?  Many of 
the individuals and families that 
support our ministry have been 
doing so for many years, and 
their faithful support has been a 
sustaining factor for our mission 
for decades.  

For some it has truly become a 
lifetime of giving, starting when 
they were in their 20’s and 30’s 
and beyond, then including 
Providence life Services in 
their will or estate.  We are now 

looking forward to seeing their 
children and grandchildren 
continue that measure of 
support in partnership with us 
as we care for the elderly.

The need to “pass the torch” 
is very real as we look ahead. 
Times continue to change and 
evolve, and we need to be inten-
tional with a new generation to 
get them started on giving now, 
trusting that they too will be 
involved in a lifetime of giving.  
If you have been one of those 
families that gives faithfully, 
thank you for your commitment 
and trust in our ministry. Please 
encourage your children and 
family to follow your example 
and begin to give now.  

If you haven’t yet given to our 
ministry, it’s never too late to 

start, and there are many needs 
and opportunities to support.  
Helping the elderly who are 
vulnerable, both physically and 
financially, providing spiritual 
support through our chaplain 
program, providing for the 
capital needs of our campuses, 
and helping us attain and honor 
quality staff are just some of the 
ways you can help.

Thank you for making or 
considering a gift to Providence 
life Services this year.  There 
is joy in giving; a joy which can 
change lives for our clients  
and residents.  

for more information on  
giving, give Bill Buikema  
a call at (708) 342-8100  
or look us up on the web 
www.donatetoprovidence.com



Stories that  
enrich & enhance
Did you enjoy reading the stories shared in this edition of the Providence Life Ser-
vices newsletter? Find even more news about Providence – as well as health tips, 
resident profiles, and more – on our Providence Blog, www.provlifeblog.com.  

We believe that storytelling is an important way to honor those 
around us, especially older adults who 
have a lifetime’s worth of experience 
and lessons to share. We also believe  
in the power of sharing information to 
enrich and enhance seniors’ lives.  
That’s why every week we pull together 
resources from experts in the health care 
industry, introduce you to our own Provi-
dence programs and caregivers, and cele-
brate life stories from our residents. 

New blog posts are published each 
week on our Facebook page,  
www.facebook.com/ProvidenceLifeServices.

You can also browse through previously  
published articles on our website,  
www.provlifeblog.com. 

Providence 
Blog



www.Providencelifeservices.com
18601 north creek drive, tinley Park, iL 60477   |   708.342.8100

Providence Life services is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization

Help us get the word out about the excellent services  
at our Providence communities

To write an online review, simply go to the following web-link  
and click on one of the review icons:

Help Us Spread the Word!
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